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November 19, 2019 

The Honorable Andrew Wheeler 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Administrator Wheeler: 

We are concerned about potential unfair labor practices and refusal to bargain in good faith with 
union representatives at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

We understand that you have undertaken efforts to negotiate with union representatives; 
however, more must be done. The negotiations seem to have broken down when EPA adopted 
proposals that are similar to certain provisions of Executive Orders 13836, 13837, and 13839. 

It is our understanding that in June 2019, EPA unilaterally imposed a new contract on its 
employees. This imposed contract: 

I) eliminates the grievance procedure, stripping workers of important due process and 
depriving employees of a way to hold managers accountable; 

2) removes union members from their voluntary union membership without their consent; 
3) evicts union representatives from office space and severely restricts the amount of time 

they can devote to meetings with employees and management to eliminate problems or 
obstacles in the workplace; and 

4) reduces workplace schedules and 
5) telework options, and makes other work schedule changes, hurting EPA employees who 

commute long distances because they cannot afford to live close to their offices. 

We strongly urge EPA's management to return to the bargaining table with union representatives 
and negotiate in good faith. In addition, we request timely and continuous updates regarding 
ongoing negotiations. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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